
 
 

 

 
Service Opportunities at Read Between the Bars 

 
Read Between the Bars is a grassroots collective in Tucson that focuses on getting free 
books directly into the hands of incarcerated women and men in the state of Arizona.  
RBtB is solely volunteer-based. Our simple philosophy is that a book can change the life of 
a person in prison by giving an escape from the tedium of prison life, teaching new skills, 
and opening up interests in fields that can benefit people in prison now and when they 
rejoin society. 
 
As allies to prisoners we work to provide educational and entertaining materials.  Our 
collective strives to inform our community of the toll that the prison-industrial complex 
imposes on the incarcerated, their families, and society as a whole.  Locally we serve as 
part of the global movement towards prison reform and its abolition. 
 
Our main activities are our Book Packing Parties.  At these events, volunteers match 
books to a prisoner's request.  You read their letter, peruse our library of books, and pick 
out the books that best match what they're asking for.  Then, you wrap it up, address the 
package, and we send them out the next day.  
 
We receive about 50-60 request letters per month, and have recently seen this number 
growing.  It costs us about $3-5 to send 2-4 books to one prisoner, and although we have 
money raised from tabling, events, and donations, we are always looking for more 
support. An article in the local Tucson Weekly, “Defense Against Tedium,” explains why 
we do this work and the support that we need. 
 
We ask that if a group is interested in organizing a Packing Party with us, that they 
contribute money towards sending the books out. We usually suggest $10 per person to 
cover the cost of 3 packages per person during the two-hour time span.  All monetary 
donations go directly to sending books to prisoners, and help us to pay for the mailing 
supplies.  
 
If you want to know more about the general prison complex, YES! Magazine‘s summer 
2011 edition, called Beyond Prisons, focuses on many of the social, cultural, and political 
issues of the prison system. 
 
We appreciate your interest in partnering with Read Between the Bars and hope that we 
can work together in the future. 

c/o Daily Planet Publishing 
P.O. Box 1589 
Tucson, AZ 85702-1589 
readbetweenthebars@gmail.com 
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http://www.tucsonweekly.com/tucson/defense-against-tedium/Content?oid=1973054
http://www.yesmagazine.org/issues/beyond-prisons

